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at least 75 per cent., but failing in more than two subjects the entire examination 
must be retaken. This is the ruling of the Regents, and is not a matter for the 
decision of the Board of Examiners. It will be seen that the nurses' examina- 
tions are on a lower standard than the other professions. It is earnestly hoped 
that the nurse examination requirements in this particular may shortly be 
brought up to a correspondingly higher plane." 

The question at the end of the letter is answered in the report of the New 
York Inspector of Training Schools, published in the December Journal. — Ed.] 

A NEED FOR NURSING LIBRARIES 

Dear Editor: As I am out of active nursing for the winter at least, I 
shall have time for reading. I do not see many nurses, and a hospital only 
occasionally, so the Journal is highly prized by me. 

I cannot afford to buy all the nursing books I want to read and study, 
nor can I draw them from the library, for they are not in it. How I wish I 
had had the Journal to read when I was in training — not so very long ago — 
and a good library in our home would have added much to our training. 

An interesting book on surgery or nursing history or biography of nurses — 
what a help and what a stimulus they would have been! And we would have 
rested while reading. 

Why cannot hospital boards with the local alumnae associations establish 
such a library in each hospital, the graduates to have the privilege of using the 
books? Has it been tried? Then, after reading a book once, we would become 
intelligent in buying for our own libraries. I do confess I hate to send an 
order for two or five dollars worth of books I haven't read. I have no good 
book on surgery because I do not know which one I want, never having read 
any of them. 

If the plan is feasible will you bring it up in the Journal? 

Yours very truly, 

T. B. H., R.N. 
A QUESTION OF LOYALTY 

Dear Editor: If a candidate enters a training school for nurses, remains 
ten or twelve months, and leaves of her own accord, because the nurses' 
quarters are not what she thinks they should be, and because she thinks the 
work too hard, is it fair to graduates who have worked and studied two and 
three years, for doctors to employ her, when they can get a graduate nurse? 
I would like to hear from several nurses on this question. J. T. 

COST OF ENDOWED ROOMS 
Dear Editor: Our alumna? association is endowing a room for its sick 
nurses. We thought we might be able to get such an endowment for about 
five thousand dollars, but we were quite discouraged by reading in the Journal 
that one hospital has charged its nurses twenty thousand dollars for a room. 
We wish associations having endowed rooms would let us know through the 
Journal what their cost of endowment has been. Is any concession made to 
nurses or are they charged the same as outsiders? 

An Alumn/E OFFrcER. 
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HOW TO EAISB FUNDS FOE AN ALUMNA TREASURY 
Dear Editor: I wish to say in reply to T. E. M.'s request for a way 
to raise funds, that they try having a Tag Day. They could easily get children 
to do it for them. This was very successfully tried by our hospital which is 
also a small one. M. P. 

REORGANIZATION ENDORSED 

Dear Editor: I beg to express my unqualified approval of the suggestion 
to reorganize our present national societies into a National Federation of 
Nurses, which I believe would be really national in scope and spirit. 

The question of time and expense is one which has long been a sore trial 
to the purses and patience of many who will hail the day when one journey 
will cover all, and the Federation would in turn be greatly benefitted by the 
increased numbers and increased interest resulting. At present we are scatter- 
ing our forces. 

Cranford Farm, December 10. Isabel McIsaao. 



